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Editorial
MOLLIE CLARKE, EMILY CORBETT, ADAM WARNE

RoundTable 2.2 follows the work on memory and our remembered pasts in 2.1
and seeks to explore the question of what it means to be human. Literature and
art are mediums in which all aspects of humanity are questioned; acknowledging
our natural instincts and emotions, our struggles and limitations, whilst also establishing how these experiences and qualities might separate us from other animals, from forms of artificial intelligence, and from one another.
As a second contribution to the volume, this issue brings together a variety
of pieces which focus on the topic of being human. It provides a collection of
creative and critical submissions addressing subjects from sexuality and adolescence, femininity and womanhood, to posthumanism and biopolitics. Whilst the
question of what makes us human may be a daunting one, it has been a great
pleasure selecting and curating the pieces in this issue.
RoundTable 2.2 consists of three creative-critical pieces. Drawing on the
lyric voice of Denise Riley, Cat Woodward’s poems explore her refusal to have
children, challenging conventional ideas of femininity and womanhood. In
“School Desk Confidential,” Lucy Wright uses the folkart of school desk graffiti to
examine alienation and bullying in the school system, showing how such informal artistic practices can record experiences that are often hidden and marginalised. Jane Alexander’s short story “The Hatayama Code” uses the uncanny to
interrogate how we make, or fail to make, meaning when confronted by computer technology that pushes at the limits of human understanding.
The academic articles take varied and original approaches to the theme of
humanity. Jade Hinchliffe uses critical posthumanism, biopolitics and surveillance theory to address the ethical concerns involved in total surveillance and

self-monitoring practices in a selection of dystopian fiction. Focussing on Juli
Zeh’s The Method (2009), and Nicola Barker’s H(a)ppy (2017), Hinchliffe argues
these novels show self-monitoring practices can result in an unrealistic pursuit of
an idyllic humanity that prioritises certain physical and behavioural attributes.
In doing so, Hinchliffe argues, such pursuits diminish one of the integral qualities which makes us human — difference. Alex Henderson analyses the ‘asexual
narrative’ in two young adult novels: Kathryn Ormsbee’s Tash Hearts Tolstoy (2017)
and Claire Kann’s Let’s Talk About Love (2018). The article poses questions about
how asexuality is perceived in contemporary society, before discussing the ways
in which the two novels depict the asexual identity of their protagonists alongside conventions, tropes and structures from familiar coming-of-age stories and
romances. Henderson demonstrates that both Ormsbee and Kann challenge the
understanding of asexuality as being abnormal or pathological, instead attempting to normalise it as another way of experiencing adolescence. Our book reviewers consider Victorians Undone (2017) by Kathryn Hughes, Writers and Their
Mothers, a collection edited by Dale Salwak (2018), and the poetry pamphlet I
Have Never Been Able to Sing (2018) by Alexis Almeida.
We would like to express our deepest appreciation to those who have been
instrumental throughout the formation of this issue. Firstly, our thanks go to the
department of English and Creative Writing at the University of Roehampton, in
particular Prof. Laura Peters and Dr. Susan Greenberg for giving us the opportunity to be a part of the RoundTable team. We also wish to thank the editorial
board and peer-reviewers, who gave their time and expertise freely—we are extremely grateful. Lastly we would like to thank all of the contributors who have
made this issue such a diverse and exciting one to have been a part of. The articles and creative submissions within this collection are captivating and evocative. We hope that you enjoy reading them as much as we did.
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