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Editorial
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Illustration: Anne Malewski

Journeys are an enduring theme within literature, from heroic quests to bear
hunts to psychological expeditions. In children’s literature the theme has particular potency, with the connotations of growth and the prevalence of a narrative
structure that Perry Nodelman terms the home-away-home pattern. The word
‘journey’ itself is multivalent; it can, and does, mean many things to many

people, as the pieces in this collection demonstrate. The theme of journey is the
red thread in this first issue of RoundTable. This first issue also marks what we
hope will be a long and productive journey of Roehampton’s first English and
Creative Writing postgraduate journal. RoundTable was conceived as an innovative journal which provides a platform for academic researchers to contribute to
ongoing debates and aims to foster a postgraduate community curious about
research and practice beyond discipline boundaries.
The issue begins with an interview with Emeritus Professor of Children’s
Literature at the University of Bolton, David Rudd, who reflects candidly on his
own academic journey and developments within Children’s Literature and
Higher Education. This is Rudd’s first interview since his retirement from his
position as Professor of Children’s Literature and Director of the National Centre
for Research in Children’s Literature at the University of Roehampton.
One of the pleasures of selecting creative and critical submissions was to sift
through various interpretations of our theme, journey. These interpretations included pieces on the Jurassic world, foxes, cuttlefish, yoga, cats, spaceship travel,
alternative worlds, and video games.
The editorial team decided that creative submissions must engage with critical practice and that there should be a link, or evidence of a ‘marriage’, between
these two components. Rather than viewing each submission as a ‘standalone’ in
this publication, the editors felt that all creative writing submissions should
continue their conversation with critical work on and off the page, and more
importantly, allow the writer to reflect on their creative practice. Our first issue
gives space to a group of writers who re-envisage creative writing as a self-reflexive process. Lavinia Singer’s poem uses the model of W. S. Graham’s “Imagine a
Forest” to investigate imaginative journeys in the verbal and visual arts. Helen
Limon’s nursery noir story about the transformation of an imaginary rabbit is
part of a young adult novel, Start a Hare, written during a research project with
women military veterans. Neal Cahoon’s photo story and soundwalk recordings
capture his writing residency at Mustarinda gallery, Finland in July 2016.
The academic articles in this first issue of RoundTable also take original
approaches to the theme of journey. Tracing ideas of lost children, fantasy
worlds, and landscape archaeology, Nick Campbell explores the value in getting
lost in rural landscapes by examining the spatial practice of the child protagonists
in John Gordon’s Cambridgeshire novel The Edge of the World (1983). Examining
more recent children’s literature, Leanne Hooper analyses representations of
mobile phones in Keith Gray’s Ostrich Boys (2008) and Gregory Hughes’s Unhooking
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the Moon (2010) to explore the impact of modern technology on the developmental journeys of adolescents. Travelling beyond the realm of literature, Max
Bledstein explores the ways in which video games can counter damaging cultural
stereotypes, specifically focusing on the representation of Alaskan Indigenous
Peoples in Never Alone (2014), a game developed in conjunction with members of
the Alaskan Iñupiat tribe. From the excursion into Never Alone’s snowy landscape,
we turn to the psychological journeys of the protagonists in John Connolly’s The
Book of Lost Things (2006) and Robert Westall’s Gulf (1993), which Annette Russell
analyses through Sigmund Freud’s theory of the unheimlich and Homi Bhabha’s
concept of the unhomely.
Our book reviewers consider Oliver Jeffers and Sam Winston’s picturebook
A Child of Books (2016), Tricia Clasen and Holly Hasselas’s Gender(ed) Identities:
Critical Rereadings of Gender in Children’s and Young Adult Literature (2017), Jonathan
Todres and Sarah Higinbotham’s Human Rights in Children’s Literature: Imagination and the Narrative of Law (2015) and Andrew Epstein’s Attention Equals Life: The
Pursuit of the Everyday in Contemporary Poetry and Culture (2016).
There are many people who have been instrumental in the development of
this journal. We are grateful to Professor Laura Peters and the entire department
of English and Creative Writing at the University of Roehampton, in particular
Susan Greenberg and Charlotte Byrne for their tireless work. We would also like
to thank the editorial board and all of the peer-reviewers who freely gave their
time and expertise. Finally, we would like to thank all of the contributors to
RoundTable whose original and exciting work fills these pages.
After many months of preparation and work behind the scenes, we are
delighted to finally launch RoundTable. The articles and creative pieces are a
fascinating collection of interpretations of the theme of journey and we hope
that readers will enjoy discovering the surprising connections which appear as
you read through the issue.
Happy exploring!
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