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These photographs were taken during a writing residency at the Mustarinda gallery,
Kainuu region, Finland, in July 2016. They are a selection of colour and black and
white film, and digital infrared images. During my residency I was working
mostly with sound, but I got into the habit of taking photographs as a visual
reminder before I made each field recording. The photographs often mark the
beginning of something – the start of a soundwalk to one of the nearby lakes, or
an expedition into the old-growth forest.
A handful of the recordings I made at Mustarinda and the surrounding area
are available on SoundCloud (link below). The first was made on a day trip to a
local heritage site where we were taught the traditional way of clearing the vegetation garden. The older men and women exchanged stories and sharpened the
blades of their scythes.
The second recording is a memory of walking at midnight with writer
Melanie Carter and fine artist Jonnamarika Salonen on the gravel path near the
gallery. It was still bright at that point, but the soundscape had changed. The
texture of our steps seemed to dominate everything. At the end of the recording
we found a moose's footprints.
The third was taken when the three of us sat huddled together at the top of
an old wooden hunter's tower. We must have stayed there until nearly 3am. We
didn't see any moose, but we kept hearing the woodcocks as they flew out and
called to each other. If you listen carefully, you can hear one fly over us around
the half-way mark in the recording. It has a very unusual voice as if it's playing
two instruments at once. The blackbird also showed us that it's never too late to
burst into song.
You can listen to some of the soundwalks here:
soundcloud.com/ncahoonmustarinda/sets
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